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Political Culture
 Political culture can best be described as a set of attitudes and practices held by the people and can shape people's political behaviour. There are three categories of political culture explained by Daniel Elazar’s (Krutz & Waskiewicz, 2019). To Daniel Elazar's, the state's political culture relies on its history and this history impacts the lives of the people who dwell in it. History influences the believes and attitudes that the people hold towards the political system. These political cultures comprise of moralistic, traditionalistic and individualistic. These cultures are influenced by population size, growth, distribution and diversity.
Moralistic is a political culture where the politics and the government focus on the achieving collective good of the general population. They spend excessive amounts of currency on services and tend to be vastly competitive in party competition.  Individualistic culture has a different perspective from moralistic. Individualistic political culture views politics and government as a way of achieving personal goals. This culture is characterized by people viewing the government as an extension of the marketplace, and people participate for personal reasons to achieve individual goals. Traditionalistic culture is explained as a political culture that views politics and government to maintain the existing social order. Most states have all three mixed features, but only one dominates and is recognized by many in most cases.
Elazar believed that the political culture that exists in Texas could be best described as traditionalistic and individualistic. His belief and conclusion on the current culture were influenced by the strong one-party tradition, provincialism and business dominance. Texas as a State consists of 254 counties with their own set of ideas, attitudes, and beliefs. Most of these states have demonstrated to be conservative for the past decades. Texas has a traditionalistic political culture because its citizens expect the government to maintain the status quo and limits itself to one specific task. It is also individualistic because people in Texas distrust the government in meeting their needs and demands. Therefore, they tend to initiates personal projects
.

Texas has been reliably Republican since the 1970s (Foy & Restifo, 2018). There are various elements to Texas political culture that can be narrowed down to three important ideological trends: economic liberalism, or faith in the free market economy, social conservatism, or favouring traditional values. Texas continues to grow and change rapidly. In 2010, Texas had a total of 25,145,561, and population changed to 29,145,505 in 2020 (Chapa, 2021). This amounted to a percentage change of 15.9%. There has also been a decline in racial/ ethnic groups for the past ten years. The economy of Texas is the third-largest economy in the United States. Traditionally, Texas economy revolved around cotton, cattle and oil, but recently, it has been the biggest producer of tech equipment. Finding skilled labour has been the major challenge for production. Hispanics do not play a significant role in the STEM workforce, with only 5% of students with a STEM degree are in the workforce.
The political future of Texas has been widely debated since the 2012 election of Pres. Barack Obama, since the state, has always played a significant role in impacting national elections. Nationally, there was uneven support among minority voters in favour of the Democrats, and as a result, there has been an increasing interest in the Hispanic population growth in Texas. In the 2018 election, 64% of Hispanic voters were cast in favour of the democrats. This was a significant increase compared to the 47% cast in 2014 for the Democrats. Hispanic population dominates the State of Texas according to the 2018 bureau's population estimates, and the white popularity is slowly fading away. Though the Hispanic votes are yet to be mirrored at the ballot box in the next coming election, I believe they will make a big impact and influence political culture.
 A major factor of the political culture resides in the simple size of the state. Texas is a melting pot of people from all over our great nation. Therefore I am not surprised that Professor Elazar found the state of Texas between traditionalistic and individualistic. This pride and loyalty are other huge factors that must be considered when considering the state's political culture. In future, Texas will have a more traditionalistic political culture. The population will eventually be mirrored on the ballot, and a more realistic and developmental leader will be elected. People in Texas will be more educated and will participate in economic activities that will be society based.
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